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STEREO AMPLIFIERS 2

-£1450

Mid-range amps

to maximise your
music enjoyment

The Award-winning Roksan Caspian has had a price hike of
no less than £450 since it walked away with a stereo amplifier
gongin 2008. This, of course, has paved the way forayoung
upstart to steal the throne — but has one of them managed it?

What's new?

The only all-new amplifier in this
four-way test is the Cyrus § XP, a
DAC-less version of the five-star rated
8 XPd. Can it match its sibling’s
success? And, more importantly, can it
defeat the Naim Nait XS, Roksan
Caspian M-series Integrated, and
Moon i-1, all of which are also holding
on to full marks from previous tests?

What do | get for my money?

This is very much a best-of-the-best
ensemble, so expect superlative sound
from all of them. When you spend this
kind of money, you're also entitled to a
product that’s at the very least built to
last - and at best designed with
upgradability in mind. Other than thar,
you can expect varying numbers of
line-level inputs, occasional headphone
outputs, pre-amp outputs so you can
add a power amplifier at a later date,
and even the odd 3.5mm input for an
MP3 player. It’s up to you to decide
which features mean most to you.

“This is very much a best-
of-the-best ensemble, so
expect superlative sound”

1 Features can matter
OFf course, you'll need to countyour
sources. Ifyou have (or are planning on
buying) a large number of sound sources,
thenyou'll clearly need an amplifier that
has enough inputs. Also, you should note
that, ifyou have a record player, you'll also
need to budget for a standalone phono
stage, as none of the amplifiers reviewed
here has one built-in.

2 Budget for extras
Interconnects, speaker cable and

equipment supports are hugelyimportant
toyoursetup, and willhelp you get the best
out ofyour new kit. You should anticipate
spending around 10-15 per cent of your
total budget on these add-ons - then you'll
have awell-matched system.

3 Audition carefully

First, make sure to check with your dealer
thatthe amplifieryou’re auditioning has
been properly run-in — thiswillmake a
huge difference to the sound it produces.
Also, make sure thatyou take musicyou
know and love with you to the
demonstration, as this will helpyou
make an informed decision.
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AMPLIFIERS
RATINGS
EXPLAINED

There are some high-
quality products
here, as you'll natice
when you turn the
page. Five stars
means a amp has
stolen our hearts and
wallets, delivering
superb performance
across the board.
Afour-staramplifier
shouldn’t be sniffed
atand is worthy of an
audition. Three stars
is an average unit
that might appealif,
forinstance, its price
is slashed, while
two and one-star
products should be
ignored completely.
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