CDplayers in this price
band should be seriously
capablein all departments.
We expected as much, but
this quartet managed to
spring one ortwo surprises

What’s new?

We've lined up brand-new CD players
from Audio Analogue and Yamaha to go
alongside an Arcam player that’s fresh
from January's First Test. But best of all,
these three are going up against a player
we've heaped praise upon since we first
heard it back in November last year —
the Cyrus CD8se. Will the Cyrus make
good on its promise, or will we find we
got just a tiny bit carried away when we
used words like ‘astonishing’ and
‘thrilling’ to describe it before?

What do | get for my money?

For this sort of money, you're entitled
to expect unburstable build quality,
ergonomic good sense, a full suite of
outputs and, above all, spectacular
sound quality. You're entitled to expect
that, but we've learned the hard way
that you don't always get it. Read on...

“We’ve heaped praise on
the Cyrus - will it make
good on its promise?”
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SAVVY SHOPPER
Bl Keep it still

Your CD playeris susceptible tovibration
and, what’s more, generates quite a lot of
vibration itself - so to get the best from it,
itneeds to be well isolated from other
electronics, footsteps around your listening
room and so on. You know what we're getting
at, don’tyou? Buyan equipment rack.

A Test it with familiar stuff

Try to audition your choice of CD players with
yourown amp and speakers ifatall possible.
And don’t be afraid to take a worthwhile
selection of your own CDs te listen to, too -
thewider the variety of music, the better.

Don’t forget the extras
Remember to budget for essential subsidiary
equipment such as speaker cable,
interconnects and stands when you sit down
to piece togetheryour hi-fi system. They
won'tturn a bad product or systemintoa
good one, but they will get the very best out
of whateveryou have.

DAC: Digital-to-analogue
* converters turn strings of hits
- pieces of digital information
inthe form of an ‘on/off
signal—into analogue audio.

JARGON
BUSTER

RATINGS
EXPLAINED

Five stars means the
CD playerin question
delivers superb
sound-per-pound
performance and does
everything we ask ofit.
Fourstars means that,
while the playeris
undoubtedly good, we
have cause for some
reservations. Three
starts indicatesa
product that is simply
average, while two
stars orone denotesa
playerthatyou should
definitely avoid.

2. 8. 0.6 6 ¢
Excellent

Yook kK
Very good

* Kk

Average

Yk

Below par

*
Don’t bother
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£1000
Page 52

Audio Analogue Rossini
VTCDRev2.0 £900
Page 52

CyrusCD8se
£1100
Page 53

Yamaha CD-S2000
£950
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